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S H O U L D  S T D U E N T S  B E  
R E Q U I R E D  TO  L E A R N  A
S E C O N D A R Y  L A N G A U G E  F R O M  
G R A D E S  1 - 1 2 ?  
• The first 3 years of life is the most intensive period for acquiring speech 
and language skills
• By 6 months old, most babies recognize the basic sounds of their native 
language
• The ability to learn a new language, is strongest until the age of 18, after 
this learning new language becomes harder and harder 
• To become completely fluent, however, learning should start before the 
age of 10
• The brain is like a sponge, the younger and newer the brain, the more 



































H O W  D O  Y O U N G  B R A I N S  D E V E L O P ?  
• The U.S has no official language but English is most 
commonly spoke
• Throughout all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia, 20% of K-12 students are enrolled in 
foreign language classes
• Immigration also contributes to the increased 
diversity in languages spoken throughout the 
country 
• In Fall 2017, 5.0 million students classified as ELL 
(English Language Learners) with an average of 
10.1% throughout the states
*You would think that an increase in ELL students 
would push k-12 schools to offer secondary language 
courses to English speakers but this is not the case 
L A N G U A G E  E D U C A T I O N  I N  
A M E R I C A
• Across Europe, students begin studying their  
FIRST foreign language as a required school 
subject between the ages of 6 and 9. 
• Studying a second foreign language for at least 
one year is required in more than 20 European 
countries
• Many South American countries require 
students to learn English along with their native 
language as early as elementary school 
*Famous singer Shakira was born in Columbia and 
is fluent in English, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, and 
French 
L A N G U A G E  E D U C A T I O N  
T H R O U G H  T H E  W O R L D *Example: Belgium 





90% of Belgian upper 
secondary students 
are studying a foreign 
language in school. 
Compare this to he 
20% of k-12 students 
in the U.S
L A N G U A G E S  S P O K E N  I N  A M E R I C A  V S .  G L O B A L L Y  
L A N G U A G E S
E N G L I S H
S P A N I S H
M A N D A R I N  
C H I N E S E
T A G A L O G
V I E T N A M E S E
F R E N C H
#  O F  S P E A K E R S
2 5 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
4 3 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0
2 , 9 0 0 , 0 0 0
1 , 6 1 0 , 0 0 0
1 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0
1 , 2 8 1 , 3 0 0
* M O S T  C O M M O N  L A N G U A G E S  I N  T H E  U . S * M O S T  C O M M O N  L A N G U A G S  G L O B A L Y
L A N G U A G E S
E N G L I S H
M A N D A R I N  C H I N E S E
H I N D I
S P A N I S H
F R E N C H
B E N G A L I
R U S S I A N
P O R T U G U E S E
I N D O N E S I A N
# S P E A K E R S  
G L O B A L L Y
1 , 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
6 3 7 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
5 3 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
2 7 7 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
2 6 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
2 5 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
2 5 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
1 9 9 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
W H A T  D O  Y O U  T H I N K ?
After looking at all the data 
and statistics do you think 
students in the U.S should 
be required to take a 
secondary language course
from grades 1-12? 
If no, why?
If yes, why?
If maybe, explain... 
If you could make any 
change to this question  
would you? Should it be 
from grades 1-12? Should 
students get to choose? 
Should APs, Honors be 
allowed?
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• https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/at-what-age-does-our-ability-to-learn-
a-new-language-like-a-native-speaker-disappear/
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